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minorities has not yet been settled and adds that, in its opinion, any
intervention in Central Europe by the Western Powers in the form of
a guarantee would do more harm than good.

If, in the course of the Paris conversations, I had declared that
"Czechoslovakia would no longer be the subject of an exchange of
views," obviously the German Government would not have accepted
your demarches and would have refused to be a party to the exchange
of notes between the two Governments. You should lose no oppor-
tunity to protest against a statement which is one more proof of the
German Government's bad faith.

GEORGES  BONNET.

No. 82

M. PAYART, French Charge d'Affaires in Moscow,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Moscow, March 19, 1939.

THE Soviet Government made a written protest yesterday to the
German Government, in reply to the notification made by the German
Ambassador, against the German Government's decision to incorporate
Czechia in the Reich and to modify the Statute of Slovakia.

I am sending by post to your Department the translation of the
Commissar for Foreign Affairs' Note, which has not yet been pub-
lished in the Russian Press.

The People's Commissar for Foreign Affairs, after taking exception
to the German arguments, after contesting the legality of President
Hacha's assent to the Berlin instrument, and after invoking the right
Df the self-determination of peoples, ends his note in the following
nanner:

"The Government of the ILS.S.R. cannot recognize the incorpora-

:ion of Czechia in the Reich nor that of Slovakia in one form or

Jiother, as legal or as in conformity with the generally accepted rules

)f international law,  or with justice, or with the principle of self-

etermination.   Not only does the German Government's action not

vert any of the dangers threatening world peace but it actually tends

3 multiply them, to disturb the political stability of Central Europe,

:> increase the causes of anxiety already existing in Europe, and,

nally, to deal a new blow to the feeling of security of nations."

PAYART.